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The Southernor 

Dear #41 Fellow Optimists—In a very short while, my time as your Governor 
will come to a rapid close. It’s hard to believe.  

A phrase from the famous opening paragraph of Charles Dickens’ novel, A 
Tale of Two Cities, sums up the tenure of my time in office.  

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incre-
dulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the 
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”  

“It was the best of times,”: made new friends, “The Red Wagon”, Incredible achievements in all Zones, new 
members, Essay and Oratorical/CCDH winners, and an OI and District Virtual Convention.  

“it was the worst of times, “: Shelter in Place, Face masks, six feet apart, Schools and Businesses closed, 
hospitals without respirators and beds, death.  

“it was the age of wisdom,”: We came together as a team and found new ways to be together, to see each 
other and to continue to function as Optimists.  

“it was the epoch of belief,”: We created a new Optimist Platform, one built on OI iMAGINE and CALSO’s 
Dare to  Believe what is possible in Optimism.  

“it was the epoch of incredulity,”: Yes, we were unwilling to believe this Coronavirus 19 was a pandemic, 
but believed that it would soon go away.  

“it was the season of light,” May came and out we came to see the people we loved and missed, parents, 
family, grandchildren and old friends.  

“it was the season of darkness,”: June came with the glumness, new rules, more sheltering in place, dining 
outside, more masks, and personal distancing  

“it was the spring of hope,”:  As Optimists we keep on hoping, no matter what the odds, that we will get 
through this crisis.  

“it was the winter of despair.”:  Despite the challenges of Coronavirus 19, CALSO #41 and the District’s 
Optimists Clubs never gave up, lost all hope or confidence. We explored new ways to stay in touch, com-
municate and conduct meetings virtually.  

WE WERE RESILIENT, WE DEMONSTRATED THE CAPACITY TO RECOVER FROM THE UN-
KNOWN, WE CARRIED ON IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY AND AS A DISTRICT WE MAIN-
TAINED OUR TRUE NORTH!  

 

Promise yourself… Governor Jim 
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CALSO District 3rd Quarter CALSO District 3rd Quarter   
Executive Zoom Meeting May 2ndExecutive Zoom Meeting May 2nd  

   About 25 plus CALSO District Optimist members turned on 
their computer or smartphone for the first ever District Executive 
Zoom Meeting. With many thanks to Lynn Woodhead for set-
ting up the technical part on the online meeting. Our Governor 
Jim Zoll called the meeting to order at 10 am following the out-
line of the meeting agenda.  
   As usual the meeting started with an invocation by Jim fol-
lowed with the pledge to our flag. The meeting was run in a very 
orderly fashion with a report from the Secretary Bonnie Styles, 
financial report by Caroline Lull followed by a report from Gov-
ernor-Elect William Parry. Reports on Zone activities were giv-

en by the Lt. Governors that were in attendance.  
   A lot of what is going on in the District is all about the pandemic which caused cancelation of many club 
activities. Also it was reported that the International Convention was canceled. Our CALSO District Conven-
tion scheduled for August is questionable at this point. There will be a convention meeting on June 27th to 
make a decision on whether the District Convention will take place. 
   The meeting wrapped up just before noon and I think everyone could agree that it was a very successful vir-
tual meeting.  
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Click this Zoom Link : Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77910163889?pwd=LytteWxaRzNwVTM5RU1Zb3F2RHNqUT09 

Continued on next page 



Southernor Page - 4 



Southernor Page - 5 



Southernor Page - 6 

El Cajon Optimist Club Oratorical ContestEl Cajon Optimist Club Oratorical Contest  

   Because of the Coronavirus, 
Oratorical Contests at the Club, 
Zone, and District level were 
held entirely different than years 
past. At first we didn’t think 
there was going to be a contest at 
all. Then it was decided that 
maybe we could do it via videos. 

   Contestants filmed themselves 
in their homes and sent them to 

Mike. Mike then put the indi-
vidual  videos into a YouTube 

video and asked the judges to vote watching this vid-
eo. It all worked out very well.  

   As you can see by the pictures on the left, our club 
had five contestants. Three top place finishers went 
on to the Zone Contest. Congratulations to all the 
speakers who did a fabulous job.  

   There are a few people we must thank for a suc-
cessful Club Contest. At the top of the list is Fran-
cine Poirier who did all the paperwork and back-
ground leg work. Judges for our contest were two 
club members Greg Chase, and Ken Palmer, and 
Jane Grande a retired school teacher.  

   Hopefully by next year everything will be back to 
normal and we can again attend the Oratorical Con-
test in person. 

Sofia Gaxiola - 1st Delaney Sousa - 2nd Chrysanthe Frangos - 3rd 

Ashely Yeatts Charlotte Mellor 
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   El Cajon Club members Francine & Mike Poirier had a helping hand in the successful Zone 4 Oratorical 
Contest. Francine was behind the scenes with the paperwork & organization and Mike put together the Zone 
Contest as a YouTube video for the judges. Past District Governor Diana Drummey was responsible for the 
District Competition and that was also done via video judging. Here are the results of those two contest: 

 

ZONE 4:  1st Place Sofia Gaxiola - El Cajon Optimist Club 

   2nd Place Delaney Sousa - El Cajon Optimist Club 

   3rd Place Derek Song - Allied Gardens Optimist Club 

   Sofia Gaxiola and Delaney Sousa, first and second place respectively, when on to the District Finals. 

District Finals: 1st Place Sofia Gaxiola - El Cajon Optimist Club 

   2nd Place Ella Engelbery - Del Mar/Solana Beach Optimist Club 

   3rd Place Delaney Sousa - El Cajon Optimist Club 

   With the corona virus making the Oratorical a little harder to put together and a little more impersonal by not 
being able to attend the contests in person, all those responsible did a great job in having this years contest. 
Let’s hope that we have a repeat of last years National Contest with our first place winner, winning at the Na-
tional level. We’ll have to wait until next year to see how the contest will be run. Hopefully we’ll be able to 
attend the contests in person. 

JOI Club NewsJOI Club News  
This week Coronado Optimist JOI Advisor Erin Downey gathered several of Coronado High School Octagon 
students to make cards for kids at Children's Hospital. Every two weeks the Octagon JOI kids have been meet-
ing to do a project that benefits Coronado or San Diego communities.  The kids met at Erin's house safely 
wore their masks and created this homemade cards.  In fact some of these cards found their way to several 
Coronado Optimists.  

During this time of social distancing we Optimists are being creative keeping ourselves in the community and 
helping those in need. 
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Imperial Beach Club NewsImperial Beach Club News  

The IB Optimists, along with friends from the Bonita club, did a birthday parade for our charter member, 
Bill Zidbeck, who turns 88 June 7th.  Bill said, “You made my day. My sister Bootsie and her son Steve 
(visiting) were amazed by the display of enthusiasm. Thank you so much for a marvelous Birthday sur-
prise!” Club members loved it too; we did “social distance” but seeing each other in person for the first time 
in three months felt so good!  We had eight cars in our group.  

Coronado Optimist Club NewsCoronado Optimist Club News  

Coronado Optimists are meeting now weekly via Zoom...the club started a month ago and attendance is 
slowing creepy up. We have about 25 attendees a month and love the opportunity to see our Optimist friends 
and commiserate in this tough time we are all living.  We know we are OPTIMISTS and this is not forever.  

President Elect Rob Kracht of Coronado Optimists has been diligent with several other members planning 
weekly Optimist outings.   Businesses in Coronado have been marvelous supports to the annual Sports Fiesta 
and we are returning the favor.  Pres Elect Rob selects one of the supporting restaurants in town for a weekly 
breakfast, lunch, dinner or dessert.  All Optimist attendees are encouraged to wear their yellow shirts, masks 
and then photo is taken of the group.  Members can either stay at the location or do take out.  Coronado Op-
timists have had been able to support 15 restaurants in town so far.  Below are just a few of the photos of our 
Optimists donning their yellow shirts and supporting their Coronado community. 
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More JOI Club NewsMore JOI Club News  

Fellow Junior Optimists, Optimists, and Friends of Optimism,  

The Junior Optimist International (JOI) annual convention was held this weekend as a two
-day “Virtual” JOI Convention.  During the annual convention, the Junior Optimist Inter-
national Clubs worldwide elect their leaders for the upcoming Opti-
mist Year.  The JOI leadership team consists of a JOI President, 
four Directors, and the immediate Past JOI President.  They serve a 
one-year term in office.  Their mission is to lead and direct the ac-
tivities of the JOI organization as a self-governing body under the 
umbrella of the Optimist International organization.  The Junior Op-
timist members are the future of Optimism, and ultimately of the 
world.  

The candidates for the contested offices of JOI President, and Di-
rector positions, were all highly qualified, remarkable and accom-
plished young people.  Many of the candidates had been Club Presi-
dents of their JOI Clubs, Lt. Governors in their JOI Districts, and 
even Governors of their JOI Districts.  Some candidates had served 
as Directors on the JOI Board previously.  

From this superb field of candidates, California South (CALSO) Junior Optimist District’s current Lt. Gov-
ernor and President of the Mater Dei Catholic Junior Optimist Club, Brynn Gorney, was elected to be a JOI 
Director for the 2020-2021 Optimist Year starting October 1, 2020.  Congratulations to Brynn and her team 
of supporters on this achievement.  May they serve the needs of the children in our communities with enthu-
siasm and commitment to “…Bring out the best in kids”.  

Optimistically,  Jim Parrotte  - CALSO Optimist District Junior Optimist Clubs Committee Co-Chair 

Brynn Gorney 
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   Congratulations to Jaylon Muchison, our 2020 Optimist International Oratorical World Champion!  

   As winner of the international competition, Jaylon will receive a $15,000 scholarship, in addition to $5,000 
as winner of the Regional competition and $2,500 for winning the Illinois District contest.  

   In addressing the contest's topic "Just iMagine a World Without Boundaries," he discussed the importance 
of boundaries in creating innovation and progress.  

  "Boundaries give us something to look forward to a hope and optimism that one day when they will surpass 
their height and it is from this hope that inspiration blossoms, opening our minds to a way to better the world 
we live in. So what is my hope? That with each you exceed, there will always be another boundary to over-
come. It is my hope that for each you pass you become stronger and stronger and stronger in your tenacity."  

  Jaylon is about to start his freshman year at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He is a graduate 
of Belleville Township High School West, and his local contest was sponsored by the Optimist Club of Belle-
ville, Illinois. He plans to major in acting and communications.  

   This year's contest took place online due to the coronavirus, but competition was just as tough as any year. 
Competitors were judged on poise, speech content, delivery and presentation, and overall effectiveness.  

   Participation started Thursday with District champions participating in Regional contests via Zoom. The 
winner of each Region advanced to the championship round on Friday and will receive a $5,000 scholarship.  

Congratulations to the following Regional Champions:  

· Flavie Bastien, Optimist Club of Lafleche; Centre du Quebec  

· Jasmine Berasategui, Optimist Club of Lawton-Lasill, Oklahoma; Oklahoma  

· Carina Bruno, Optimist Club of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Atlantic Central  

· Amaya de la Cruz, Optimist Club of Elk Grove, California; Pacific Central  

· Matteo Mauro, Optimist Club of Gulf Breeze, Florida; North Florida  

· Ayana Stauffer, Optimist Club of St. Paul, Minnesota; Dakotas, Manitoba and Minnesota  

   Optimist International is grateful to the Optimist International Foundation and the Canadian Children's Op-
timist Foundation for providing these scholarships, funded by contributions from Optimist Members and oth-
er supporters. The Oratorical championship awards the single biggest prize of the $335,000 in scholarships 
that Optimist International and its affiliated foundations will distribute this year.  

   The Oratorical contest is one of Optimist International's longest-running programs, with Clubs beginning 
competitions in 1928. The World Championship started in 2016.  

   Thank you to all of our participants, supporters in assisting us produce this amazing program. 



Southernor Page - 11 

 Sunrise SD had been zooming for our weekly Tuesday 
meetings...having fun connecting with friends.  Then we 
were lucky enough that Marie Calendars opened up for 
small gatherings and our morning meeting in person was 
back in full swing...well it lasted just three weeks.  Now 
our Sunrise SD Optimists are back to Zooming and 
working on getting ourselves out into the community to 
support the kids.  We all are putting our heads together 
to be creative...any ideas or help needed please reach out 
to Sunrise SD...we have a crew of Optimists anxious to 
help with any activities.  

Sunrise San Diego Club NewsSunrise San Diego Club News  

Pictured to the right, Sunrise San Diego Opti-
mist Scholarship winner...Helix High School 
one of 4 Valedictorians Alex Chau. We pre-
sented him with a check for $1500..he will be 
attending SDSU working on a degree in Civil 
Engineering.  He was just an amazing kid and 
we are so happy to have presented this money 
to him.  



SOUTHERNOR EDITOR - 6560 CASSELBERRY WAY, SAN DIEGO, CA 92119 
Mike Poirier- uwmike@att.net                619-461-1946 

Support our Advertisers 

The Optimist Creed 
Promise Yourself —  
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
 
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
 
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 
 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your 
own. 
 
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements 
of the future. 
 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature 
you meet a smile. 
 
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time 
to criticize others. 
 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too 
happy to permit the presence of trouble. 
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